810 Datura Street ▪ West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Tel: 561-355-4663▪ Fax: 561-242-7339
www.homelesscoalitionpbc.org

Media Contact:
Shelli Lockhart
(561)355-4663 work
(816)550-8808 cell
slockhart@homelesscoalitionpbc.org
www.homelesscoalitionpbc.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 3, 2017

Palm Beach County Mayor Makes Housing the Homeless a Priority
Palm Beach County Mayor Paulette Burdick wants housing to be the top priority during her
year-long term. That’s why the District 2 County Commissioner has chosen to support the
Mayor’s Ball. The annual gala raises awareness and funds for homeless services in Palm
Beach County.
“There are three basics in life; food, clothing and shelter. We work with our partner agencies
to provide food. We work with agencies to provide clothing. The tough one is the housing,”
said Burdick. “Land in Palm Beach County is expensive; businesses want to make a profit.
We need to collaborate to provide workforce and affordable housing. “
The Homeless Coalition of Palm Beach County has been the beneficiary of the Mayor’s Ball
since it began in 2014. Proceeds from the gala have helped move 889 men, women and
children into permanent housing. The Homeless Coalition also uses funds to employ a
housing specialist who helps agencies identify affordable rentals.
“If we want to end homelessness, we have to make housing more affordable,” said Neil
Schiller, who is chairing the Mayor’s Ball with Pamela Goodman. “The average two bedroom
apartment rents for nearly $1400 a month, for many people, that’s half of what they make. All
it takes is one unexpected expense to throw off their budget.”
The Mayor’s Ball takes place on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at the Palm Beach County
Convention Center. The black-tie gala, entitled “Be Surprised,” will be a Venetian masked ball.
Organizers hope to ‘unmask’ the issues facing the homeless in our community. Tickets are
available for $250 through the Homeless Coalition’s website www.homelesscoalitionpbc.org
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